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Atlantic premiers explore bubble travel within the region to salvage tourism season 
Premiers in Atlantic Canada are exploring ways to salvage some of the summer tourism season. 
COVID-19 has delivered a devastatiing blow to the sector with the cancellation of the cruise ship 
season which brings hundreds of thousands of people to Halifax each summer. Meantime, Halifax 
Stanfield is operating at two percent capacity and compounding the issue right now is a two-week 
quarntine for people entering the province is still in place (provincial state of emergency is in place 
until at least June 14).  

Nova Scotia reports no new COVID-19 cases for 3rd time in 5 days 
No new cases of COVID-19 were identified in Nova Scotia after the QEII Health Sciences Centre's 
microbiology lab completed 532 tests for the virus on Monday. In all 1,057 people in the province 
have tested positive for the virus, 992 individuals have recovered and 60 have died. Five people 
are currently in hospital with COVID-19, and two of them are in intensive care. The province said 
there is only one licensed long-term care home in Nova Scotia that still has active cases of COVID-
19. Northwood's facility in Halifax has five active cases: three residents and two staff.  

Halifax Transit increasing passenger loads on buses, ferries 
Halifax Transit will increase service levels beginning Wednesday to align with pubic health 
guidelines. Ferries will increase capacity from 25 passengers per trip to 40, Halifax Regional 
Municipality said in a news release. Passengers are asked to monitor physical distancing and 
should avoid positioning themselves immediately next to other passengers. Effective Monday, the 
Alderney ferry will have 30-minute service on weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. and 30-minute 
service on weekends from 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. There are no changes to Woodside ferry service at 
this time. Service will remain at a 30-minute frequency during peak period on weekdays. 
Conventional bus service will be increased to 84 per cent of normal operating levels from current 
63 per cent, effective Monday. 

Nova Scotia restaurant owners want new liquor rules to stay 
Restaurant owners in Nova Scotia are hoping liquor regulations loosened during the pandemic will 
stay that way, but the province won’t talk about it. For the last two months, restaurants have been 
permitted to sell beer, wine and cider to takeout and delivery customers, a huge departure from 
the rules in normal times. Restaurant owners hope it stays that way, even after restaurants are 
permitted to again have dine-in customers, a change that begins on Friday. The division of Alcohol, 
Gaming, Fuel and Tobacco was asked to answer questions on the topic, but after thinking about it 
for 24 hours, refused to do an interview. Instead, a spokeswoman emailed a summary of the rules 
governing alcohol sales. 

Cape Breton lobster fishermen struggle with low prices, lack of demand 
Lobster fishermen in Cape Breton are struggling through the first two weeks of the 2020 season. 
There is a lack of demand due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, the price for lobster has 
dropped to $4.25 a pound. In some areas, buyers are restricting the amount they purchase from 
fishermen. Marlene Brogan, the manager of Ballast Grounds Fisheries, a lobster buyer in North 
Sydney, said they've had to tell fishermen they can't buy their catch some days. 

Mooseheads hope to welcome fans back to the Scotiabank Centre this fall 
The Halifax Mooseheads are hoping to welcome fans back to the Scotiabank Centre this fall. On 
Tuesday the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League announced a tentative start to the 2020-21 
season. The league aims to begin a full 68-game regular season on Oct. 1. The president of the 
Mooseheads stressed this is just a targeted date that could be pushed back and there will be a 
number of logistics to figure out as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve. "It does give us a 
date that we can circle on the calendar and it's something to work towards, but there's still a lot of 
work to do yet," said Brian Urquhart. 
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National Parks reopen, but with reduced amenities and services 
Fundy National Park opened for the season on Monday, and no one is watching more closely, than 
people in the nearby village of Alma. "We have a population in Alma of just over 200 people who 
are year-round residents and we see an excess of 300,000 tourists in the run of a season," said 
bakery owner Angela Elliott. No one is expecting a routine tourist season, but the business 
community hopes to see fewer closed signs in the national park. The golf course is still closed, as 
are some of the trails, but most importantly, the campgrounds are not open. 

Lake Erie North Shore wineries finding new ways to attract customers as tourism is down 
May to October is normally the busiest time for tourism in Windsor-Essex. Now, with the 
American border closed to non-essential travel and many Ontarians remaining closer to home, 
local wineries have had to come up with inventive ways to attract customers. At Colchester Ridge 
Estate Winery (CREW) customers are only allowed in the front foyer to order wine and there are 
no wine tastings allowed — so general manager Michelle Turnbull started doing virtual wine 
tastings. "They've really taken to it. We've gained some new weekly customers," she said. 

Tourism operators coming together to promote Northern travel 
This season, the Chief Commanda II in North Bay is navigating uncharted waters because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. With passenger cruises cancelled, the ship that has docked at the North Bay 
waterfront for the past 70 years is now sitting on land in Callander. “You know, I think we would 
have had good ridership this year so it’s definitely disappointing to not be able to get out and, you 
know, do what we love and expose people to the beautiful area that we have,” said captain Rich 
Stivrins. 
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